
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
This Month’s Writer:  Deacon Beth Anderson, Associate for Leadership & Formation   

 Matthew 2:1,9-11 (NRSV) 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 

its rising and have come to pay him homage. . .”   

9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 

there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 

was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.  

 Several years ago, my daughters and I embarked on a non-
traditional Christmas-gifting project.  We had long upheld the 
tradition of sharing trays of homemade goodies with our 
neighbors on Christmas Eve.  That year, however, one of my girls 
was diagnosed with celiac disease shortly before the holidays. 
Having not yet mastered the art of gluten-free baking, I wasn’t 
about to subject my neighbors to our early culinary experiments.  
While we graciously received delicious treats from others, 
Christmas passed and we had nothing to share in return except a 
simple, “Thank you for thinking of us.”  

As the days of Christmas waned, my heart was drawn toward the 

coming of Epiphany.  Beginning January 6th of each year, the 

church enters the season of Epiphany when we celebrate God’s 

light bursting into the world in the person of Jesus.  During this 

season, the readings we hear in worship remind us that just as the 

light of the star guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ comes 

and reveals who we are: children of God, beacons of the light of 

Christ called to share the good news of God’s love with all. 

So that year, instead of filling my 

counter with sugar and flour, my 

daughters and I filled it with wax and 

wicks.  We made candles marked with 

promises of Hope, Joy & Love.  We 

shared these with our neighbors, the 

ones we knew and the ones we didn’t, 

praying that when they lit them, 

whether in the long dark nights of 

January or throughout the year, they 

would know love.   

The wise men were drawn from a far-off place 

to pay homage to the Christ child.  This story 

reminds us that indeed, God comes in Christ 

for all the world. Everyone is welcome, and so are their gifts.  

Just as the wise men honored Christ with gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh, we too are invited to offer our gifts and talents. Whatever 

we bring—no matter how simple or non-traditional—God uses to 

ignite hope and love in our world. 

Like the wise men, may you too be overwhelmed with joy as Christ 

inspires you both to use your gifts to brighten your community 

and to receive the gifts of others with thanksgiving.   

A Blessed Epiphany to You! 

 

Synod Assembly 2022 
Sat. June 4 – Sun. June 5, 2022  

Grand Hotel, Minot 

Pre-Assembly Workshops will be held Fri. June 3 

Synod council approved a new schedule for synod assembly this 

year.  Rather than meeting on a weekday, the assembly will move 

to the weekend making it possible for members working during the 

week to attend.  A video sermon and manuscript based on the 

assembly theme will be provided to congregations in advance. 

We will worship together as a synod as members not attending the 

assembly can lead Sunday worship in the congregation.  Pastors, 

deacons, synod authorized ministers and lay voting members will 

worship together at the assembly on Sunday.   

January 2022 


