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Watford City Area Lutheran Parish is currently holding in-person worship
services at ALL churches.

Worship Service Times:

First Lutheran Church in Watford City – 9:30 am
Banks & Garden Lutheran Churches – 11:00 am
All services in October will be at Banks Lutheran Church due to construction
work being done at Garden Lutheran Church.

Sunday School Times:

First Lutheran Church in Watford City – 10:30 am
Banks/Garden at Banks Lutheran Church – 10:30 am
Sunday School in October will be at Banks Lutheran Church due to
construction work being done at Garden Lutheran Church.
First Lutheran Church Sunday worship service will also continue to be on
Facebook Live at Watford City Lutheran Parish at 9:30 am (may also be
watched anytime after that) and broadcasted on KTGO 1090 AM at 11:00 AM.
We will keep you informed of any changes to our worship schedule through
our Facebook pages at Banks & Garden Lutheran Churches and Watford City
Lutheran Parish. Current worship schedule will also be updated as needed on
the Parish office’s phone recording at (701)444-3244.

Minutes

August 18th, 2020
Watford City Area Lutheran
Parish Meeting
Council Members Present: Jessie
Rolfson,
Debbie
Rolfsrud,
Jeremiah Beard, Ari Johnson
Absent: Matthew Rolfson, Rex
Korslein
Guests:
Treasurer
Ardyce
Alveshere, Nikki Johnsrud
Vice President Debbie called
the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.
Dwelling in the Word: Ari
Johnson
Approval of Minutes: The July
21st, 2020 Council Meeting
Minutes were read. Jeremiah
Beard made a motion to approve
the minutes with corrections,
seconded by Debbie Rolfsrud.
Motion carried.
Election of Officers: Ari
Johnson
nominated
Jessie
Rolfson as president, Debbie
Rolfsrud seconded. Motion
carried. Ari Johnson nominated
Jeremiah Beard as secretary,
Debbie
Rolfsrud
seconded.
Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: None
Treasurer/Finance:
Ardyce
Alveshere reported that there
was nothing out of the ordinary
on the financial reports. The
Honstein family will continue to
pay parsonage utilities until they
move. Discussion was had about
FLC reimbursing the Parish for
the pastoral severance packages.
Jeremiah Beard made a motion
to table the discussion until
severance agreements can be
obtained and reviewed. Ari
Johnson
seconded.
Motion
carried.

Old Business:
Parish agreement review has not
been received back from the
Synod Attorney.
Keene Parish has decided to
terminate their contract for
pastoral services. There may be
anopportunity to revisit about
extending a contract to Keene
for confirmation needs.
New Business:
Confirmation was discussed
for the upcoming year. Pastors
have always taken an active role
teaching and instead of delaying
the start, we need to continue
forward. Jessie Rolfsrud has
been making many phone calls
to line out mentors for the
youth.
Upper Missouri Ministries was
successful with their Sweet Corn
Festival, they were able to raise
$50,000 to cover the shortfall in
their budget. They are still in
need of $120,000 to cover
expenses
for
the
year.
Campership was lower than
previous years due to Covid-19
restrictions.
Next meeting is September
22nd, 5:30 at First Lutheran
Church. Ari Johnson made a
motion to adjourn, Jeremiah
seconded. Motion carried at 6:40
pm. We closed in the Lord’s
Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jeremiah Beard
Secretary

Minutes

Banks Lutheran Church
Congregational Meeting
September 13, 2020
Attendance: Diane Ehrlich,
Donna Maston, Judy Maston,

Judy Omlid, Kristine Medeiros,
Jessie Rolfson, Linda Berquist,
C.John Anderson, Doug and
Debbie Rolfsrud, Vicki Wold, Rex
and Kari Korslien, Vonnie
Johnson, Calli Thorne, Sue Wold,
Craig and Barb Sorenson, Zane
Frick, Zach and Marit Frick
At 11:59 am President Rex
Korslien called the meeting to
order.
Sunday School - a discussion
was had on when Sunday school
would begin, due to the
basement
construction. Discussion was also
had on any accommodations we
may have for kids who aren’t in
attendance but would like
material. We concluded that
Sunday School lessons would
start when the downstairs is
complete. Sunday School singing
practice will start Sunday,
September 28. Materials can be
provided if parents would like to
cover it at home instead of
coming to Sunday School.
Continuing with the Parish - A
discussion was had on whether
our church should continue to be
part of the area parish. The
congregation’s consensus was to
remain in the parish, but to have
more active participation in the
parish and its meetings. Our
contract with the parish should
also be closely reviewed and
updated if needed.
Listening Post – The Synod is
setting up a listening post event
in Watford City that would allow
members of the three different
churches in the parish to discuss
ideas or concerns they have with
their church. It was voted for
Banks and Garden in favor of
having members participate in
the listening post event. The
listening post will consist of 2
Pastors and a Lay member. They
will be in town to help continue
the process of moving forward.
Ari Johnson from First Lutheran

is helping schedule this. More
details will be shared with the
congregation soon.
ConfirmationUMM
counselors may be coming back
to western ND since several of
their schools have moved to all
distance learning. We hope they
will work with our confirmation
students. Jessie is working on
this with the UMM director.
Basement Construction- The
basement is now ready to be put
back together and looking at
approximately two weeks until
completion. Warren Jarland is
doing the construction.
Readers and Greeters- a brief
discussion was had on having
member of the congregation
volunteer for
reading during the service.
Readers will be volunteers and
you may sign up on the sign up
sheet in the back of the church.
The greeters will be those who
have the janitorial duties for the
month.
A motion was made that
Banks congregation have a
discussion with the area parish
council about
reducing the amount of money
Banks is contributing to the
parish on a monthly basis since
we are
only getting pulpit supply now. If
adjustments need to be made,
the congregation supports the
decision our
area parish
representatives make, motion
made by Zane , Sue seconded, all
in favor-motion passed.
Charitable Giving - it was
agreed upon to split our interest
money from our investments as
follows: 1/3 be delegated to
college scholarships, 1/3 giving
(please make suggestions if you
know of any organization that
could use assistance), and 1/3
setting
aside
for
future
scholarships. Note: any student

who drops out of college after
receiving the scholarship money
will have to pay back the given
amount. 1/3 is currently worth
about $7,700.
Meeting adjourned: 12:44pm

First Lutheran Church
Congregation Council
Regular Meeting
August 16, 2020

Minutes taken by Acting Secretary
Ari Johnson.
Vice President Katie Tschetter
called the meeting to order at 6:00
p.m.
Katie presented Dwelling in the
Word based on James 1:19-20.
Ari moved, Glen seconded to
approve July 19 minutes, carried
unanimously.
Discussion regarding filling
vacancies on council and who will
have what terms. The new
constitution will sort out what
happens when someone is
appointed to fill a term, and the
congregation will have an
opportunity to vote on who will
hold the
presently vacant
positions after the annual
meeting. Ari moved to appoint Jan
Riely and Gretchen Stenehjem to
the positions vacated by Craig
Paulson and Erica
Johnsrud, which expire in January
2021. Jeremiah seconded. Motion
carried unanimously.
Dori nominated Ari to fill the
vacant President seat. Jeremiah
seconded. Jan moved to close
nominations and cast a unanimous
ballot. Glen seconded. Carried
unanimously.
Jeremiah nominated Dori to fill
the vacant Secretary seat. Jan
seconded. Jan moved to close
nominations and cast a unanimous
ballot.
Gretchen
seconded.
Carried
unanimous.
Newly elected Secretary Dori

Sparby took over minutes at 6:30
pm.
Welca Report – Ann Beard
There was no summer circle and
no rummage sale. Ann Beard
asked if we could do a fellowship
even on the 18th at the church.
They are planning a fall fellowship
even on October 18 from 2 to 4.
They will be having a raffle with
tickets going on sale after Labor
Day. They also would like to do a
program, that day and wanted the
approval of the council. Ari said
no motion needed as long as
cleaned up afterwards.
There was 23 people at church
today.
Finance – Jeremiah Beard
The offering was down $1750.
There has been $11,000 to the bell
tower fund. The 2019 Sunday
school & bible school is waiting on
payment from trust.
There is $9000 earmarked for
education. Ari made a motion to
approve finance report. Jan
moved and Katie seconded.
Motion carried.
Building Report – Glenn Beard.
Glenn replaced all the locks on the
church as they were completely
destroyed.
Approximate cost
$600. Glenn moved to drop any
investigation into who did it. Dori
seconded. Jeremiah will ask the
police to drop the investigation.
Motion carried. It was discussed
to have Glenn change all locks to
something different and to get a
price quote.
Discussed the
temperature control of the
church. It is all computerized and
Pastor Mark is the only one that
knows how to work it. We will
check with Pastor Mark to see if
he is wiling to give a lesson. Clean
up of the east side of church. It
was discovered a speaker was
missing and that another one had
fallen off the wall in the fellowship
hall.
Worship - Caroline Schwartz asked
for readers and greeters. The plan
pre covid was to have a sign-up
sheet. Ari is going to be on

worship committee. Ari will reach
out to Caroline.
Stewardship – Jenna Bauer
There was no meeting because
Jenna is the only one on the
committee. Gretchen will help
with the stewardship committee.
Youth & Education – Jenna Bauer
& Katie Tschetter
Jenna & Katie are going to meet.
September 13 will be rally
Sunday. Debbie Larson is willing
to help. Confirmation is done by
the pastor and we currently have
none. Last years confirmation kids
were not confirmed last year.
There was 4 or 5 of them. Jessie
Rolfson contacted Katie and
Garrett is preparing confirmation
classroom on Google. As of right
now Pastor Rob Pastor Mark
cannot do anything.
Mark’s
membership has been transferred
to
Arnegard. Garrett
was
instructed by synod not to get
involved. Having mentors was
discussed. Names mentioned Phil
Riley, Kathleen Beard & Zane
Frick. It was also discussed having
parents willing to help with all
kids.
Having the trust pay for pizza on
confirmation night was discussed
and
education
committee
members were going to ask
Francis if they could give some
money.
Ari will go to the 5:30 parish
meeting. To discuss allowing the
Keene kids to come to First
Lutheran for confirmation. There
are approximately 20 kids for
confirmation this year. There is
also some discussion of going 2
years verses 3 years.
It was also discussed that it was
missed handing out bibles to the
kids. We will get this done as soon
as we can get the bibles.
Old Business
The Mission Vision was pushed
back to discuss at September
meeting.
Parish agreement
meeting Tuesday. We are going to
reaffirm the agreement.
Job
Descriptions for music person,
secretary and pasters. Hold

discussion to next month. Glenn
thinks we should have job
description for council. No new
covid updates.
It was decided to put the
recognition party for the pastors
on hold. Ari and Gretchen are
working on the 1st draft of the
constitution which we would like
to get to the congregation early.
They would like to do the first
reading of the constitution at the
September meeting. Big Butte
Cleaning will continue to clean
once a week but will do no more
fogging. There was discussion
regarding letting Paster Mark and
family stay until the end of
October instead of September 15.
Also, Pastor Mark’s family would
like to buy the washer & dryer
from the parsonage. Jan made a
motion to give the washer & dryer
to the Honstein family. Glenn
second the motion. All ayes.
Motion to let the Honsteins stay
be extended to November 15
made by Jan seconded by Katie.
All ayes. Work day for the
parsonage to be discussed at later
date. Jeramiah talk to Jean Wold.
She did a membership list. Still
around 400 members. The ELCA
requires an audited membership
program. He is looking into
church computer programs. It
was discussed that we might want
to wait on updating membership
list due to all that were hurt.
New Business
Comment card review
1. One suggestion was to
put the worship dates in
the Clarion
2. Keep church open do not
close-sandwich
board
letting people know when
church & Sunday school
are.
Discussion was made to have a
closed Facebook page for church
members and to also record
church council meetings.
Camp UMM donation request.
They are looking for donations
because they had to limit because
of covid.
They are short

approximately $110,000. The
Iverson Trust Fund was discussed
being used. Jeremiah is going to
check with Kelly or Vicki on
different trusts and with trust
committee. We will discuss at the
September meeting. Keene does
not want to be part of the parish.
We will address this in the future.
Thursday before he was done
Bishop Zellmer had both Rob &
Mark taken off the ELCA roster.
Ari is working a letter to the new
bishop and synod council asking
them to be reinstated. Gretchen
made a motion to send the letter
to the bishop. Seconded by
Glenn. All ayes. New members
will be on the following
committees:
Gretchen-Finance,
Ari-Worship,
Jan-Stewardship,
Dori-Property
Glenn will do devotions.
Staff Report
Nothing to report.

Deadline to
submit articles
for the Clarion
is the 15th
of the month.
Please drop off any articles
at FLC-WC, e-mail to
ardycealveshere@gmail.co
m or mail to:
Watford City Area Lutheran
Parish
PO Box 441
Watford City, ND 58854
Any news/updates from
Banks, Garden, and Watford
City First Lutheran Churches
is welcome and greatly
appreciated!

Watford City Area
Lutheran Parish
Office Hours:

Tuesday – 9:00am-3:00pm
Wednesday – 9:00am-3:00pm
Thursday – 9:00am-3:00pm

Thank You…
To Our

 Our entire church family
& community
 Family of Pete Rauser
 Daryl Beard
 Micah Moxness
 Hayley Moe, as she
attends seminary at
Princeton
 Kristen Stenehjem, as she
continues her residency in
Washington, DC
If you know someone needing
prayers, please contact the
Watford City Area Lutheran
Parish office at (701)4443244.

A Prayer for the
Changing Seasons
O God of Creation, you have
blessed us with the changing of
the seasons. As we welcome
the autumn months, may the
earlier setting of the sun
remind us to take time to rest.
May the brilliant colors of the
leaves remind us of the wonder
of your creation.
May the
steam of our breath in the cool
air remind us that it is you who
give us breath of life. May the
harvest from the fields remind
us of the abundance we have
been given and bounty we are
to share with others. May the
dying of summer’s spirit remind
us of your great promise that
death is temporary and life is
eternal. We praise you for your
goodness forever and ever.
Amen.

SPONSORS

Thank you to the following for
sponsoring the Sunday morning
broadcast of FLC worship for the
month of October: In memory of
loved ones by the Hovland
families; In honor of family and
in memory of loved ones by
Agnes Johnson; by Rick & Nancy
Wisness in memory of their
parents and in honor of their
grandchildren.
All of the radio broadcasts are
sponsored for the rest of 2020,
but if you would like to sponsor a
broadcast in 2021, please call the
office at (701)444-3244. Cost is
$110.00.

Meetings for the
Women of the
ELCA Circles
Wednesday, October 7th
10:00 am – FLC WELCA at FLC
Monday, October 12th
5:00 pm – Hope Circle at FLC in
the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, October 13th
2:00 pm – Banks Ladies Aid at
Sue Wold’s
2:00 pm – Garden WELCA at
the Horizons
Wednesday, October 14th
1:30 pm – Peace Circle at FLC in
the Fellowship Hall

FLC-WC BELL TOWER FUND
Wally Johnson
$ 150.00
Anna Thompson $ 25.00

First Lutheran Church is still in
need
of
Sunday School
teachers.
If interested in
helping with this wonderful
and exciting ministry, please
contact
Jenna
Bauer
at
jbauer@watford-city.k12.nd.us
or call the FLC office at
(701)444-3244.

Confirmation classes for Watford
City
Lutheran
Parish
are
tentatively scheduled to begin
Sunday, October 11th at First
Lutheran Church. Classes will be
held weekly from 6:00-7:30 pm
and instruction will be provided by
Upper Missouri Ministries. Online
classes may also be available for
those wishing to attend from
home.
Arrangements are being made
to schedule a confirmation date as
soon as possible for those
students that were to be
confirmed last spring.
Parents/guardians
of
all
confirmation
students
(both
attending
confirmation
and
waiting to be confirmed) will be
contacted with more details. Your
understanding and patience is
greatly appreciated during this
time of uncertainy.

quarter
(October,
2020
4th
November, December) Christ In
Our Home daily devotionals are
now available and can be picked
up at First Lutheran Church. They
are available in both regular &
large print ~ please help yourself.

Watford City Area Lutheran Parish
Parish Office (701)444-3244

October 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Each Sunday, the First Lutheran Worship Service will be
on Facebook Live at 9:30 am (and can be watched
anytime thereafter) and broadcasted on KTGO 1090 AM

4

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

6

7

8

9

10

11 19th Sunday after Pentecost 12

13

14

15

16

17

18 20th Sunday after Pentecost 19

20

21

22

23

24

25 21st Sunday after Pentecost 26

27

28

29

30

31

18th Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 AM Worship Service at First
Lutheran Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at First Lutheran
Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at Banks
Lutheran Church
11:00 AM Worship Service at Banks
Lutheran Church
9:30 AM Worship Service at First
Lutheran Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at First Lutheran
Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at Banks
Lutheran Church
11:00 AM Worship Service at Banks
Lutheran Church
6:00 PM Tentative Start of Confirmation
Class at First Lutheran Church
9:30 AM Worship Service at First
Lutheran Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at First Lutheran
Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at Banks
Lutheran Church
11:00 AM Worship Service at Banks
Lutheran Church
2:00 PM Fall Coffee Bazaar at FLC in the
Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM FLC Council Meeting at FLC
9:30 AM Worship Service at First
Lutheran Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at First Lutheran
Church
10:30 AM Sunday School at Banks
Lutheran Church
11:00 AM Worship Service at Banks
Lutheran Church

5

Thursday

5:00 PM Hope Circle at FLC
in the Fellowship Hall

9:30 AM FLC Quilters
5-7 PM Food Pantry
Open

9:30 AM FLC Quilters
2:00 PM Banks Ladies Aid
at Sue Wold’s
2:00 PM Garden WELCA at
the Horizons

9:30 AM FLC Quilters
2-4 PM Food Pantry
Open
5:30 PM WCALP Council
Meeting at FLC

9:30 AM FLC Quilters

10:00 FLC WELCA
General meeting at FLC

1:30 PM Peace Circle at
FLC in the
Fellowship Hall

October Celebrations Calendar
Sun da y

Mo n d a y

Tue sd ay

W edn e sda y

If you see your birthday or
anniversary missing from this
calendar, please call the
church office at (701)444-3244.
Thank you!

God bless you
today and everyday!

T h u r sd a y

Fri da y

S at u rd ay

1

2

3

Elisabeth Jones
Miles Wollan
Tina Kostad

Jackie Sullivan
Casen Thorne

Andrew Fisketjon

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Kurt & Lois Brew

Lloyd & Ardyce Alveshere

23

24

Michael Tank
Shawn Fulwider

18
Vawnita Best
Jeslyn Linseth

Lisa Shipman
Adrock Schwartz

Gene Fedorenko
Cole Solem
Seth Jorgenson

19

Zack Brew
Carol Moore
Lydell Connolly

Gary Wold
Dustin Zubke
London Paulicheck
Angie Moe

Jessie Rolfson
Josh Ferrari

20

Rusty Bruns

26

Bev Leom
Olga Hovet

21

Rory Sanford

Kurt Brew
Doug Nordby
Royce Rolfson
Melanie Rangen

Jennifer Johnsrud
Mark Knutson
Ruth Rolfson
Madison Spacher

22

Jack Colgrove

Kurt Brew
Brandon Spacher

Travis Wollan
Tanner Shelley

27

Dale Patten
Kylee Hanson
Dale Washburn
Vonne Tarnavsky

28

C. John Anderson
Erin Langford
Aaron Jones
Seth Forbes

Josh Santanen
Leston Johnson
LeAnn Voll

Travis Kummer
Jayden Grotte

Elmer & Paulette Nordsven
Tim & Sue Jorgenson

Kevin & Jackie Sullivan

Greg & Stella Berquist

25

Austin Patten
Susan Wold

29

Brady Leiseth

30

Cari Forbes
Robert Omlid
Ricki Lindley
Jim Luchi

31

Elizabeth Holen
Carol Dodge

You’re invited to a
Fall Coffee Bazaar
When: Sunday, October 18th, 2020
Time: 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Where: First Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall
Program is at 3:00 pm followed with a
raffle. Raffle tickets are on sale from
any member of the FLC WELCA or at the
First Lutheran Church office. Prices are
$5/ticket or $20/book of 5 tickets.
Prizes are:
 $100 grocery gift card from Jack &
Jill
 $100 gift card from Rhianna’s
Boutique
 Beautiful handmade quilt from FLC
WELCA
We will be serving pumpkin pie, apple
crisp, coffee and tea while following all
COVID-19 safety guidelines.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!!!

